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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2005 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I 
missed two votes on bills last week to des-
ignate the U.S. courthouse in Jacksonville, FL, 
as the ‘‘John Milton Bryan Simpson United 
States Courthouse’’ and the Federal building 
and U.S. courthouse in Dayton, OH, as the 
‘‘Tony Hall Federal Building and United States 
Courthouse.’’ Had I been present for rollcall 
votes Nos. 21 and 22, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
DONALD E. BELFI 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2005 

Mrs. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great honor that I rise today to pay tribute to 
a dear friend and devoted public servant, the 
Honorable Donald E. Belfi. Mr. Belfi is retiring 
as Nassau County Court Judge after 44 years 
of dedicated service to the court. 

A long and distinguished history of accom-
plishment and community leadership marks 
Judge Belfi’s career. A graduate of George-
town University and Fordham University 
School of Law, Mr. Belfi has committed him-
self to serving the public as a member of the 
legal profession. 

After several years of service as Assistant 
District Attorney in both New York and Nassau 
Counties, and 10 years of service as Nassau 
County District Court Judge, Mr. Belfi earned 
the post of Nassau County Court Judge. As 
County Court Judge for more than 20 years, 
Judge Belfi presided over hundreds of criminal 
trials, many of which were high profile cases. 
Among these is the Colin Ferguson Long Is-
land Railroad Case, a matter I hold close to 
my heart. On a personal level, this was the 
first time I had ever been exposed to the court 
system. Judge Belfi held the dignity of his 
courtroom every day, making the trial bearable 
for me, my family and so many of the victims 
of the Long Island Railroad massacre. 

Judge Belfi’s commitment to the community 
does not end inside the courtroom. Mr. Belfi 
has served as commissioner of Rockville Cen-
tre Little League, and as a member of several 
notable groups, including the Knights of Co-
lumbus, the Association for the Help of Re-
tarded Children, and the St. Agnes Cathedral 
Parish Council. He also contributed over 20 
years to Georgetown University as both an 
interviewer and a recruiter for the school. 
Widely recognized throughout the community, 

Judge Belfi’s efforts and achievements have 
been rewarded with countless honors. Among 
these is the Fraternal Order of Court Officers 
Bench and Bar Award, the Criminal Courts 
Bar Association’s Norman F. Lent Award, the 
Fordham Law Almuni Association Distin-
guished Alumnus Award, the DeStefano In-
dustries Annual Award, and the Court Officer’s 
Benevolent Association of Nassau County 
Fidelis Juris Award. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in congratulating Judge Belfi on his 
admirable career, and recognizing his numer-
ous accomplishments. I cannot even begin to 
express my deep gratitude and appreciation 
for his service to the community. Together 
with his wife of 35 years, five children, and 
two grandchildren, I send him my sincerest 
wishes for happiness and fulfillment as he be-
gins this next chapter of his life. 
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ARTICLE BY RABBI ISRAEL 
ZOBERMAN 

HON. THELMA D. DRAKE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2005 

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call your attention to the following article writ-
ten by my constituent, Rabbi Israel Zoberman. 
Rabbi Zoberman is the spiritual leader of Con-
gregation Beth Chaverim in Virginia Beach. A 
son of Polish Holocaust survivors, he grew up 
in Haifa, Israel. He is past President of the 
Hampton Roads Board of Rabbis and Cantors. 

The final departure of Chairman Yasser 
Arafat is of one who eluded death many a 
time. During Israel’s 1982 incursion into Leb-
anon to remove the menacing PLO mini- 
state within a state it was, ironically, Ariel 
Sharon, then Defense Minister, who ordered 
a sniper who ‘‘had’’ Arafat not to kill him. 
This is an opportunity to reflect on a man 
who could have made a critical difference 
and yet was not able to seize a unique offer 
granted him for radical self-transformation 
as well as a collective transition for his long- 
enduring people. How redemptive it would 
have been to break the deadly cycle of Pales-
tinian missed opportunities! 

In a fateful moment of truth in 2000 Arafat 
rebuffed former Prime Minister Barak’s 
most forthcoming offer that would by now 
have guaranteed statehood in a favorable 
context to his frustrated people. It also 
would have prevented the flow of calculated 
bloodshed which the stubborn refusal and 
far-reaching blunder in judgment brought 
about. For the past four years Arafat un-
leashed with a nod of approval an unparal-
leled torrent of terrorist suicide bombings 
against Israel’s civilian population that no 
nation would have tolerated for that long, 
and then many even decried the erection of 
a defensive barrier. 

Arafat, the father of contemporary ter-
rorism, was already uninhibited early on in 

his choice of terror as a means to accomplish 
political goals. For example, he was behind 
the 1974 school children massacre in Israel’s 
northern town of Ma’alot. Ultimately he was 
unwilling or incapable to lay to rest the Pal-
estinian case and cause, assuming the nor-
malcy of civil life that his own people might 
be rehabilitated and build the political, eco-
nomic and social infrastructure necessary 
for the emergence of their democratic soci-
ety and a viable state that would not threat-
en Israel nor Jordan from which his trouble-
some cohorts were evicted by the late King 
Hussein in ‘‘Black September’’ of 1970. Un-
like the likes of South African Nelson 
Mandela who knew how to leave and live 
with a painful past, charting a new course 
for the sake of his people, Arafat would not 
shed his ubiquitous military uniform and the 
old persona of violent defiance. He thus al-
lowed the terrorist within him to win over 
the peacemaker he triumphantly became for 
a brief time following his ‘‘resurrection’’ by 
Israel from obscure exile in Tunisia. How sad 
that the honor of the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize 
could not keep him in check. 

Admittedly, I was among those who ap-
plauded Arafat when he and his peace part-
ner, Yitzchak Rabin of blessed memory, 
shook hands in the South Lawn of the White 
House on that bright day of promise in Sep-
tember 1993. I wanted to believe that Arafat, 
whose hands were stained with the blood of 
so many of my brethren, could rise to the 
precious opportunity to redeem himself and 
restore dignity to his people while bringing 
peace to a beleaguered Israel. 

At this new crossroads of the post-Arafat 
era, will the Palestinian Authority wisely 
reach out to refashion itself sans the oppres-
sive, conflict-ridden and corrupt style of its 
deceased leader, allowing its permanent 
neighbor Israel to be a blessing to her? 
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INTRODUCTION OF TEA LU (H.R. 3) 
HIGHWAY, TRANSIT AND HIGH-
WAY SAFETY AUTHORIZATION 
BILL 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 14, 2005 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, on 
February 9, 2005, I introduced H.R. 3, the 
Transportation Equity Act: a Legacy for Users, 
TEA LU. This is a 6-year authorization of Fed-
eral highway, transit and highway safety pro-
grams. These programs are all currently oper-
ating under an extension since the Transpor-
tation Equity Act for the 21st Century, TEA 21, 
expired on September 30, 2003. The current 
extension—which is the sixth extension of 
these programs—will expire on May 31, 2005. 
We must pass this bill and successfully com-
plete conference with the Senate before the 
Memorial Day recess begins. We must get this 
job done. American jobs and the continuing 
growth of the U.S. economy directly depend 
on the successful enactment of this authoriza-
tion. 
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